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After s Nin, ~“ith th- 1:¢ th Hegzment of Infuntry = ¢! the LoiIie y iill
204, nortliest of Verdun and - the iluese, I returned i¢ the United

Stales zs a cusuals I :tte L“ed Collete of L_rmACJ and bLsmiuth exX—
recling tc Tcllcw that.line cf endravory, cne I nod sizrted _efore ent ter-
ing the T ervice. Lowevrr, repeated hospitilizaticn “t Veler-n -nd pré-
vile ucgriywlb iorcew me Lo tixke 2. outside work in the yeir of luv-4.
ilis wags the yenr that the iirmsil pleced its tramsconiinent 1 ro gute in
ccnt4nuouu erfnt¢0L Znd I was 2 ssigned z staticn =t ifeGirr, -lllnﬁisa
f.£1y wiles west of {hic . 0. It “me =n emer; ency ifield Cuhylutiut of
Lcrty zcres for lanulLL&,” Tifty foot tower in one corner oi the ;lela,
and the revolving Lescon-1 st which it supported. st the .ase wus
small shed Liuslh: 2m individu 1l gascline eleciric geuerator which furn=
isked current for ike ~uildin. 2nd .ezecon-light. The bound«ri:zs of the
field w re outlined Ly the ordiinary .arn lantern--one veing plsced every
two-lundred feet. Our chicf meams of communicetionw 26 the leiepicue.

These {ieldsv S; ‘ced each twenty-five miles &P&rb snd aillended Ly

a man known Lhere 25 corettker. There wos cne of ihese fields Letveen ;
Ly st tion und the Leywocd field =t Chic go.. Ve regorted tor dutysat six;
Pe He Znd "or;cu 1il gaglifkt. ‘

July 1, 1%z4y the regul v flizlite zcross the centinent storted. ur.
section w.u murked KT, which meant thei porticn of the roite where tlLe
pdanes woulid o bt f17in, im ikeir pezular courses

VR o fellcvb were ex-service men, their seuse cf
~wire oL tkel fact thad/ the bvilte hicdoormbeulies it™ -
Silile Lo the people e well o6 ocon.ress kot the
on. Fegulsr schedule \duy intandiday cvg,x.;bﬁ.cuwvu to
@:-rKiess could therefore Le no o8t cle.

Decem.er 4%, 1b: A\ gl | ter da, with & low gru, overcasi; the
horizon was ULLJQAM¢: uilined dj viedblility wis cul to & few miles vy o
Llue haze. ihe last minute Chrisim ss "~h was cnxbothf;g Lie stores and-
tlhe Air =il snd extrs seciione were czlled ujcn Lo hel; trans,ori whe sur-
plus pick .es. I rejorted f r dut; as ususl nd 1_,1teu.hg {i€14 il lts,
then startew ih: &ener tor i L ~€ICChy [ras ¢red oy fire =wna Lhen weni out-

sige to chech Lhe we ther.  The tearerAturew .y dropping constanlly znd a
dighl 211 oi enow hind got 'n. This 1nform“tlo was leleplioned Lo lhe op=-
eraticns Lhuﬁzr al saywoed field. They in return infcrmec me that two Secw
tioms would ve le vii, tlere within -n bour. 7e Lad a syctem wi re.y each
rl:pe ileu ui;CChlJ over the fields and the coretaker: weuld telephone to
ihe mexi i;e‘x “head when the ship hid pass. d sefely. Th-t ciretaker would
Lk noateks Vor (the . apyrosching Flon and if it fz2i1 4 to - ire=r,  cLeck was
mw.ae to lecate.it. -
uce gner andC@lcrence O. (iloert were ih p?lota due out kst night
and thejir E_\uQa were serviced zmd W“ltx‘t ~fter a careful chieck of the

e ¥l

wealher zlon, he entire route to Iow- City they tock off with th: Christ-
mas mail.

ihe tgle,uCL -ell on my desk ran;. It was operations at Liywood.
"iwo sceticne out at ,.fu, iive minutes syar . Cil ert ana Vaguer." I ac-
khbhlfd¢bu ile ¢..11, checked tihLe tiwe, turnec o.f the aotoer £ ener=icry
ihrew the .ezcou cn ihe rlant's _atteries,snd went ocutsidc tc listen for ihe
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wun of thie Li_erty @né'ne&. the sncwy w.s iner easzng graduulxa, Lhe ts&;—
ersture neariny 2e6roy, =nd the nighki seemed Llickas ink. 73 20==Rs g
--ana =t 7:35 the {irst jlsne should hrve zppecred. fGhen =t 7340 Yhe whine
of & motor=~---znd Tinslly there apreared thrcugh the snow © pinpoint of
red and green 1li ht . zrely three lLundred feet up. God, Lhow tho-e DOys
Couls £1;8 4And it was Chrietmzs Lve too--tr.ly - modern Liumta Llouse.

- & purst ol lipltefies VTG 0TSl

glnne 8 l&ndla; llihtw over the field
seemed 1C buy, "welle, luddy, every
t

e

W’ C. E. I trieG te ~ich Lim a vis-
icle “.ood luck® withlz-wide swee, ofwiy
;honed the lﬁgvgm“klbn te the pz& ie
ﬁw "—twtl& chiE®

flvuhl;tht. .2 iﬁm&ugutelg tele~-

6
o)
if west thul ome-sectivis had Ea&beﬁ

9’«4
Q

Ly thkigrtize the +wind had ineregsed to a2 howl thatl warned ©f inereas-
ing velecity« I weni L .ck outeins 1nd wzited for the seccnu seclicne ~7:860
~—7355-m01Gmem-Tiftecr. minutes overduel 7his tize when i ealled the next .
stetion westl, Franklin Crove, I told the ¢ etaker that the second sectian
~had fziled to pass my station 3 :
gther fielde wio would thin Xeep 2
eraticns, iaywood, with the informaiicn thut tue seconu sectlan hwﬁ fullﬂd
1o pese. Lhen there remsined houre of oy onized wUnaerznt cnd of fervent
lopes.  The siorn iznd /incgesed 1o Z-near-uliz. v

At I339C the telepkon ringiy =nd I he:rd tlc startlin, news thLat the
secong sectiop, 7acner, hai crrived zt Iowa City O. K. ! 1he voice said,
"ibe first sgetich Las foiled/ /T sheilu 7 pie \Live chidcked 211 fields west
ci %cblr* ?hl'uth cne sscticn =g jassed them. Two seceticns love passed
Aurora (the £iwest field e.st To ueCirr)— WHIT you jl-cace start an izmed~
- #8te seurchd" I szid I would do everything I could,cnd zo yuickiy b I
ceuld. .

ﬁ"

i turnea ¢ﬁay frem the phone. The howling wind, tlowin, suow, ihe
10w sulzerc tea;er-turesll se med zessen; ers of ue;;*;r. .nd indecd there
was despair in my Leart. . I ®ought of an injured ;ilet lyin, helpless--
prolaily blweu*bg i¢ death--1.0, {freezin, to deall: —-ungéhlng miglit have hap-
p&LEﬁ—-—-——~ and trere w re twenty-five storm rccked mile: of counilry o .e
searched. I called my suistitu te on duty, =skim hiz to tcke of the station.

ihen I called scores of firuers thst lived on esch bi‘e o the dirt-
cravel road tuol ran directly enst aleng the course, zud i1ound & at uoi

secrew, vut Luundreds of tne_,res;cnuea, cffering themselve ‘or viie search,
unselll shlys ;

ihe firs T clue tc tle loet plane's whereabouts was tic Pesuli of & call

to Kanmevilic, & hamiet 13 uiles east of our iield. iwo plimes Lad been
hesrd in Lhzt vicinity. I Pefueqte“ the telerhone cperzior there i¢ have a
searca stirtedire: itk 1 xo:ni. »6 there was - Chresimes Lve program in pro-
gress there, .ost of the ee;Tw were in the churck -nd did not kuow &f the
lost }laL « Libe ootor crr hod _een runnin outside cur litile shack
anc =s . jrepored te heod essl to conduct the seuwrch, my telep hone énngled
wgaille Once spain oper: tgczs, ilzywood, was caliing. ure¢thles§l, puk the
receiver to oy ear. ”L e the news s thot lowa City hed radiced wAYy-
wood tial .z ner krd seen (iltert's 1i;Iits at a firty-desree an.le when he
had pasced Letween X Kzmevilie and YeCirr. It seemed thst Ciliert had either
landed o3 Woe preparing to 1ond somewhere in that stretch Letween ihe two
}laces. I Lumy up the receiver zond started down the rast road. (ragually
~ our fears 1.r ire worst vere .ecoming 2 reslity. At 1:00 4. <. there was
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word from the ill-fated ;lsn-. IT he had landed safely, we would surely
Lave had a teleghone ell frcm him by now. .

Acout 2:0C A. L. I stopred at a 1li hted far: house toget warm. There
I learned that the male porulationcffitle immedizate country side was out
in full force. On le=viig the cir to explore the fields on either side, I
soon Tound this to ‘e true. “hen toppir, ¢ emall hill, or cominy to the

- edge of a raviine, I would see the lanterns of one m:m, or even groups al-

read, there -ne:d of me. Put even constant touch with o eriticns st uay-
Wood Ly phone, brought no mew e¢lues. At 4:00 4. i.l. the sncw glopped, buld
the wind snd coid were sever. _luring the 5300 A:-il. corversiii-n with, uay
wood, I was informed thot & relief :l:ine piloted uy Randol;h Page with
Chief Lechrnic Tom S€ully “s ows@ervery wss takin  off at deylighte

We continued on with our lanterms and =t Dayiresk recched Kineville,
cold aud bungry. There = Loy sbout 12 yesrs of -sze said tit he bid seen
ihe planc make = wide cirel- the might Defure. Some of the natives shook
iheir heads krcwir ly and insitucted thst the boj had hzd a fTipe dream,
Lut I could rot help but believe him. I knew that the pilot wc.lc make a
circle on ai; t like tht only in case of troutle. ,

_ ihe relief plane passed overhend soimg west. -another hour pass
then a faoruer and hig wife, who, Gicn noticing how extraordin-rily Lus;
the tele hore line had Uy had listened in.  They gras;ed smzli Lits of
conversaiionasco i smud the faruzer impediately went out-
cide to looki ] After &8irg-Cub a-ehicrt distznce sciuiething

directly afiészd camied Linm 1o stopr silent in his tr-cks.

Fzle sal primming close-Dy-wiiie Tthe favmer sicod horror stricken,
lookim, at ilie (ruescme wrecki/i€ o7 ihe ane--only eight-hundred feet
feel frum Lis own Lome. It 12y therefijcried on ite .ack ina plowed field,
pitifully still 2nd desol:ite. The Ffarmer seted guickly,anc nobidied the
 Kumevil.ie operasor and the ilzywood field.

Ey this time I had noticed the tail lizht which was stili burning and
conisequentl, iue wreckage, frou the road we were omi ‘ihe news téen, trave
, eled T st nc the senrchiz; jariies met =t the fline. The relief plane,

- biloted .y Psce, landed in & nesriy field. 4 cloce 1 mspeciiocn of Lae wreck
failed tc¢ yield tke pilot's b&dy, however, :ond s0 a second Be.rch was siar-
led for ike rem.ins oi Clsrence 0. Gil.ert.

These men wko had .uttled the frigid night through zgain scottered in
all directicns, forming a lur,e ever-widemipg circle aroung thke lame.
Finally a half mige :way tley caume uion the Lody of thc modern Lanilc Claus.
Liis ememy had cectn ihe merciless storm--it Lad ériven ihe tiick sicw into
Lis face smé cock;it. It Lad Luffeted the Pizne on every turn. it hod ou-
scured the very ecsertisl and -li-import:nt iighted flcres of the uirways.
Lelow nim. It ecomtirued with relentless force until Cileert, una.le to
rely on Lis sense of direction, .alancejy o¢r altitude, had decided tc relin-
uish tkhe ;lsme to the unyieldin, el-ments énd,ii possible, save hLis life.
~5 Le had stoca up in theecockpit ireraring to use his last sufety device,
the jparachute, hoping th't he would lznd szfely, he paused lon, encu.h to
perform Lic list offieinl set--thot of culting hic ignition swiich and thus
preventing a iire whick would destrcy the mail.ugon crashing. itk this
galianiry snd cours, e, he stepred cver the plane's side intc ilie sea of
blackness celow. And with that sier something happened that resoved the
name oi Claorence Q. CilLert frow the active rolls of ike air i=il forever.
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A8'I18 trokén nless oL the frozen ground, his Toimer cnemy, -

Rgeh‘is broken body lay motionless on the frozen ground, his for.er enemy,
 the snowstorm, repented and tenderly spr-cd a ligli ecverlei of snow over
it. The silken skrcud lines still fistened to the h.rmess arcund his
Lody told a tragiec tale of misfortune. FEis chute hod opened above the
3land on the tail surfices hLad gut the shrcud lines in two reindering the
par.chute useless. Tears? Yes#,.a few. Those of us from the service knew
that this wouldn't Le the last. Other fellow-workers would ue iagnﬁ;in -
this sume manmner on irairie and hillside .efore ilr. snd Lrs. Fublies
- convinced that the mail could be flown successfully. -

. _ After covering the vody gently with a Llonket furnishked by a farmer
and josiing a guard we turnea to the mail. Ciliert had died trying to get
the mail tnrouzh. It shouldn't Le hard for us to carry on despite heavy
hecris and numi firgers. The iiodern Santa Claus wculd not rest easy if he
knew ihat scme child's Christmes gift was Leing delayed.....or it might ev-
en be socme .adly reeded scpplies.....the csrgo wae always . mystery to us.

Since only one szck was torn tle nilire carg
++ane snd tsken back to liaywood toc Le rechecked
Pilot Pape flew it to Iowa (ity and Omaha. Chief
with the _ody unitii the amiulance arrived.

Clarence u. Giloert's eargc of m2il flew a &ain wesiward thet morning
and the paapme that carried it dipped its wings as it passes tlLe lrigic scene
and finishea with . firewell zcom as its pertiig s-iute tc tie fillen com-
rade. . ~ '
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